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Presents The Lord of the Rocks powered by the Edventure Builder:

Play this game using a web-enabled mobile device! 
Go to www.joslyn.org > Mobile Tours 

Look all around the room at the walls and 
ceilings. The sedimentary rock you see is called 
sandstone. It is rich in iron and water got into 
the rock making iron oxide. After that it got 
compacted and cemented into sedimentary rock. 
What material is in it?

A) Rust  B) Dirt  C) Salt water  D) Mud 

Hint: Reddish-brown substance on old cars or your 
bike left out in the rain. 

 
Stroll over to the South Galleries
 

Find Gallery 2 with 17th-19th century artworks. 
On the entryway there is a green rock called 
Serpentinite. What kind of rock is it?

A) Igneous  B) Metamorphic  C) Sedimentary  
D) All of the above
 

Go carefully to the East Foyer. 
 

Spider’s Lair
On your way to Mt. Doom you get captured by giant spiders, 
and they put you in their lair. You have to answer two 
questions to escape.

Find the sedimentary rock that will make you go 
HOLY SPIDERS with its holey texture. Can you 
guess what made the holes?

A) Mud  B) Dead algae  C) Water  D) Termites

Hint: You’ll be greenish-brown with envy. 

 

Prologue  
You (Frodo) and Sam have to find and destroy the ring-shaped fossil at Mt. Doom. You will travel across Middle-
earth (present-day Joslyn Art Museum) and fight orcs, goblins, and other evil creatures along the way. If you don’t 

destroy the ring-shaped fossil, all humanity is at risk. The fate of the rocks is in your hands.

 To start your quest, go to the Atrium’s west end 
(area with the tables).

Battle of Helm’s Deep
In this battle Elves and Men have to fight against Orcs, but 
they are losing soldiers. To help provide reinforcements, you 
must answer the next two challenges. The rocks you seek:
....are the same type and color of rock but on opposite walls
....have a swerving and dangerous pattern
....are a major part of this building
....reach towards the sky at ents’ (walking trees’) 
 

During this battle you need to determine why the 
same type of rocks feel different? 

A) Weathering  B) Erosion  C) Magma   
D) Compaction

Hint: The rock on the south wall used to be  
outside before the glass atrium was built in 1994 
and the north wall has never been exposed to  
the elements.

 
To finish this battle, determine the name of  
this rock: 
G__ O __G__ A      P__ __ K     __ A __ BL __

Hint: A state, color, type of rock 

Your next battle will be in the North Galleries. Travel 
to the Gallery 7 on the MAIN LEVEL. Ascend the 
stairs and cross over the mountains of the Bridge. 

Study the wainscoting – rock along the bottom of 
the wall. Identify at least three colors in the rock. 
What type of rock is this wainscoting?

A) Igneous B) Metamorphic C) Sedimentary  
D) All of the above 

Hint: Check the LOTR Glossary for help. 

Move swiftly to the Concert Hall Foyer. Stop when 
you find yourself in a space with a curving ceiling. 

Troll Bridge at the Mines of Moria
You and Sam come to a stop in the Mines of Moria (aka 
Concert Hall Foyer) and you now need to battle trolls. 
Answer these next three questions to trick the troll into 
running into the pillar. 
 

Examine the mirrored patterns of rocks once 
together. This rock was made by molten lava and 
has small crystals with black streaks. What type 
of rock is this? 

A) Igneous  B) Metamorphic  C) Sedimentary  
D) All of the above

Hint: Check the LOTR Glossary for help. 

Head to the Fountain Court. Listen for water to 
guide you to your next battle.

Go to the soaring columns that are Black 
Palamarian marble. This is a metamorphic rock. 
It was formed way under the Earth’s crust where 
it was as soft as butter causing those wavy lines 
and cracks. What do you think formed the white 
breaks in the rock?

A) Hammer  B) Lava  C) Water  D) Earthquake

Hint: You can hear the answer while standing by the 
column. 

Now you must enter the LOWER LEVEL of Middle-
earth and go through Mind’s Eye Gallery South,  
past the Conference Room for your final challenge.

Mt. Doom
Frodo, the world depends on you and this rock! It all comes 
down to this! You must have courage to find this fossil! If you 
do, the bad forces will collapse!

Along that incredible black base of the wall you 
must find then destroy the ring-shaped fossil by 
answering a question. What kind of fossil is it?

A) Nautilus B) Giant snail C) Ram’s horn 

Hint: Look low and on the north side of the hall

How many challenges did you get correct?
0-2 Troll: go back under your bridge & study the rock cycle.
3-5 Hobbit: return to Middle-earth to engage in battles again. 
6-8 Elf: you are fair & wise, content with your rock knowledge. 
9 Wizard: you are an expert geologist!

Our Lady of Lourdes 7th grade science 
students created this game, with the 

guidance of University of Nebraska at 
Omaha geology students and in partnership 

with UNO’s Service Learning Academy. 
They were inspired by their favorite series, 

The Lord of the Rings, and created a new 
adventure for Frodo and Sam. Enjoy!
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The Lord of the Rocks Glossary

Igneous: random mixure of crystals
Metamorphic: thin or wavy layers 
Sedimentary: includes fossils

Answers: 1.a  2.Georgia Pink Marble  3.b  4.a  5.a  6.d  7.b  8.c  9.a
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